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LETTER TO OUR FAMILIES
We cannot wait until we Come Together in September!
We are committed with plans to open the campus for students and determined to
make wise decisions based on information from the science and medical fields. Over
the past few weeks, a Task Force comprised of educators, medical personnel,
parents and St. James Church has met to review these recommendations from
various resources.
Recognizing that the highest priority is our children's health and well-being ,
mapping out plans for September requires the Preschool to consider certain
assumptions based on research and reports from scientists, medical professionals,
and government officials. As public and governmental guidelines evolve, the
following assumptions will be adjusted accordingly:
Until a vaccine is widely administered, COVID -19 will continue to impact
communities and require mitigation response
Several waves of infection may be likely
Physical distancing measures will continue to be active
Maximizing all facility spaces to reduce density of students will be necessary
We will begin school in September with more aggressive guidelines as outlined in
Phase One. There is not a complete solution to everything at this time, as each day
we obtain and evaluate new information. We will provide updates as they come.
Please know that we have plans to prioritize the health and safety of all. However, all
of us have to take a personal responsibility to follow the new health guidelines for
the well-being of the community. It is imperative that each one of us takes this with
the utmost seriousness.
Thank you for your willingness to partner with us as we COME TOGETHER.
Susan Viers
sviers@stjamesatlanta.org
404-601-4820
P.S. There is a Q & A section at the end of this document. Please be sure to read!
-

RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN
Phase One
Staggered arrival/departure times
Carpool only/ No walking in of children
No adults/visitors allowed in the building
Temperature checks at carpool dropoff and throughout the day
Library, Music, Makerspace, and Handwriting teachers will be instructing
in the children's classrooms, not in the Specials' rooms.
Playground, activities building, and outdoors used as additional
classrooms
Consistent grouping of children/children stay with their classmates
during the regular school day
Restrictions on the size of the group in hallways, bathrooms, Social
distancing in the classroom
Get Acquainted parties will be held on a staggered time frame (more in
the Q & A's section)
Children will not be wearing masks
Increased professional development for staff on health, and safety
Adults will wear masks when on campus
There will be class parties for children for Halloween and Christmas - no
adults. Parents will send in treats for those days
Children will bring in their own food for snack and lunch if applicable

Moving from one phase to the other
will be determined by following CDC,
Federal, State and Local guidelines

RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN
Phase Two
Begin small gatherings
Chapel with limited classes
Children bring in their own food
Evaluate face masks procedures for adults
Increased professional development for staff
Bringing together of classes that are divided
Children may go to Library, Music, Makerspace and
Handwriting

RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN
Phase Three
Full Chapel resumes
No temperature taking or COVID-19 clearance questions asked for
students or families
Discontinue mask wearing
Return to PreCovid19 in school instruction

RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN
HEALTH AND SAFETY
OBJECTIVE
The relationship between children and teachers, in school
together, is the strength of our mission and vision of the
Preschool. We are ready to begin in September, but we
have to be mindful of our approach to ensure the health
and safety of our children.
As a "village" we all play a part in keeping our children and
families safe, and we are relying on our families to help
us meet the guidelines put forward by Federal, State and
Local authorities as well as the policies and procedures
put out there by the Preschool .
There are a few key areas we are looking at in order to
come together in September.

RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN
DAILY HYGIENE

Hygiene practices (coughing into your elbows,
wiping down tables and chairs and toys) will be
followed consistently
Every person will be required to use the hand
sanitizing stations set up by the Preschool
Teachers and floaters will teach handwashing
techniques including washing with soap and
water for at least 20 seconds, especially after
going to the restroom, before eating, and after
blowing the nose, coughing or sneezing
Ongoing sanitizing of spaces and materials
Adults to wear masks while in classrooms and
shared areas
All food will be brought from home

RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN
MONITORING HEALTH
Daily temperature and symptom checks for staff and
children as they enter the building
Any child or staff member with a temperature of
100.4 or higher will be sent home
Follow CDC guidelines if child, staff or family member
test positive for the virus
( see response to Q & A on this topic; CDC
guidelines on the Resources page)
Isolate individuals who are displaying symptoms
Those symptoms include; fever, diarrhea, nausea,
vomiting, loss of taste or smell, and ongoing cough
Any individual exposed to the virus must remain
home; parents/guardians will promptly notify the
Preschool and share the medical advice given by the
physician
It will be absolutely imperative that all children who
do not feel well be kept at home. This will help us
reduce the transmission of the virus within the
school

RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN
MONITORING FACILITIES AND SUPPLIES
Clean, sanitize and disinfect high touch surfaces (those that are
touched very frequently throughout the day) using EPA
registered disinfectant
Evaluate the seating at tables to allow distance between
children
Maintain a supply of hand sanitizer, soap, masks, cleaning
products and paper products
Ensure proper protocol of the use of cleaning sprays
Maintain filters of each of the air purifying machines in the
classrooms
Work with the Church to ensure sanitizing of each room at the
end of the day

RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN
Virtual Learning

If a mandated shelter in place goes into effect during the
school year, we are determined to meet and go beyond
expectations based on recent experience, research and
feedback. While the needs of children and families are
different, we are in the process of reviewing and
designing an improved off campus learning experience
that focuses on supporting connections between
classmates and relationships with children and families.
In addition, we are looking at appropriate platforms,
screen time, and learning content.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is the Preschool's approach to cleaning?
Every morning before school and after school, sanitizing products
will be used on all table tops and chairs, surfaces, counters, and
doorknobs. There will be surface cleaning of books, puzzles, and blocks.
Teachers will limit the use of soft animals or pillows as these typically can
retain the shed virus. At the end of the day the facility's custodians will
use the backpack fogger to disinfect each room.
What will carpool look like this year?
Carpool will be done in a staggered time set in the morning and in the
afternoon. Prek, TK, and Twos at 8:45, 3's and Toddlers and Infants at
9:00. Carpool closes at 9:15. There will be a carpool for the Upstairs
children that will enter off of Loridans through the Church entrance,
turn to the right and go to the Handicapped area off of the sanctuary.
The Downstairs carpool will be in staggered times with PreK at 8:45 ,and
3's at 9:00 and entering through the Preschool entrance of the Church
parking lot. Afterwards, all children must be walked to the Preschool
Entrance and wait for personnel to complete the appropriate checks.
There will be more information as to the specific details of this in your
August packets.
May I walk my child into the building?
The answer is NO. Carpool is mandatory. We know this will be difficult for
parents and children, however, this is to minimize the risk of parents
and/or caregivers bringing the virus into the school.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Will children be allowed to wear masks?
The CDC says that children under 3 should not wear a mask. The
Preschool will not require children to wear face masks at school as
children adjust their masks continuously, thereby touching their face
and spreading the germs. However, parents may choose to have their
child wear a mask.

If we go back to a shelter in place will the Preschool
offer a refund?
The preschool will offer a tiered credit on the October statement
based on the age of the child and the number of days the child is in
Preschool . The Credit/ Discount policy will be published in August.

Will I be allowed into the building?
Yes!!! Parents will be allowed to come into the building for Get
Acquainted Parties , Conferences and Family Night ONLY. There will be
more to come on those events in your August packet.

What happens if there is COVID 19 resurgence ?
If there is a resurgence of the virus ,we will make decisions based
on the health and safety of our students,faculty and staff following the
CDC, Federal, State and Local guidelines - likely resulting in a period of
shelter in place with remote learning or a blended learning scenario.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What about social distancing in the classrooms
and playground ?
The new guidelines for children recommend 3 feet of
distance. The teachers will do their best to implement this when
seated and in centers. All downstairs classrooms will have 8 children
in them except for 2 Prek classes which will have a divided classroom
with 8 on each side. The children in those classes will be separated
except for playground. Most upstairs classes will all have 10 or less
and those that have more will also have a configuration of seating as
to separate children as best we can.
We will not be required to maintain a social distance while on
the playground. However, to reduce transmission of the virus we will
be wiping down the high touch surfaces after each class.

Will my child or the staff need to be tested before
school begins?

The CDC says "It is not known if testing in school settings
provides any additional reduction in person-to-person transmission of
the virus beyond what would be expected with implementation of
other infection preventive measures (e.g., social distancing, cloth face
covering, hand washing, enhanced cleaning and
disinfecting). Therefore, CDC does not recommend universal testing of
all students and staff. " Based upon this recommendation we will not
require testing.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
How are you handling water bottles in the
Toddler and Two year old Program ?
Teachers will be providing sippy cups, will put the child's name on it ,
will clean them and keep them at school. Two year olds will move
from sippy cups to disposable cups in January. At the Get Acquainted
Parties ,the teachers will discuss the safety and wellness protocol.

Will there be temperature checks and how will
they be taken?
Temperatures will be taken during carpool and throughout the day
by the teachers or administration.
Anyone registering 100.4 will be asked to leave the campus.

What if my child doesn't have a fever but cough
and congestion ?
Even before COVID 19 became a Pandemic , St. James required as
stated in our Health and Wellness Policy in the Parent
Handbook
" A child who exhibits ANY of the following symptoms within 24 hours
BEFORE school remain at home.
Fever, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, undiagnosed rash, boil, ongoing
cough, congestion, pink eye, head lice, or any infectious illness. A child
must remain at home for 24 hours after the symptoms subside.
Teacher (with the Director's approval) may refuse to take a child who
exhibits symptoms listed above."

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is the protocol for a teacher or child who has
tested positive for COVID-19 ?
1. Identify an isolated area for anyone who exhibits COVID-like
symptoms during hours of operation and call the family to ensure
transport home
2. Close off areas used by any sick person and do not use them
until they have been disinfected.
3. Advise the child's family and/or staff members not to return
until they have met CDC criteria to discontinue home isolation.
4. Notify local health officials, staff, and families immediately of a
possible case of COVID-19 while maintaining privacy and
confidentiality.
5. Inform anyone exposed to a person diagnosed with COVID-19
to stay home and monitor symptoms and to follow CDC guidance if
symptoms develop.
6. Defer to local health officials to determine a course of action
and potential closure of school,campus, or building.
What is the protocol for a child or teacher who has a family
member that resides with them who tests positive for
COVID-19 ?
It is important to remember that anyone who has close contact
with someone with COVID-19 should stay home for 14 days after
exposure based on the time it takes to develop the illness. If this
occurs, please contact the school as soon as possible. Communication
will be sent to the families in the class, maintaining privacy and support
for those affected.

Resources
Centers for Disease Control
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schoolschildcare/guidance-for-schools.html

American Academy of Pediatrics

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19infections/clinical-guidance/guidance-relatd-tochildcare-during-covid-19

What Parents Can Learn From Child Care Centers That Stayed
Open
During Lockdowns The Y, and New York City's Department of Education, have
been caring for tens of thousands of children during the pandemic. Neither has
had reports of coronavirus clusters or outbreaks.Read in
NPR: https://apple.news/AJnYmIub-RPOwBIbxf9-KeA

From TheHill.com:

Science says: 'Open the Schools'
https://thehill.com/opinion/education/500349-science-says-open-the-schools...

How Is COVID-19 Affecting Children's Health? 4 Questions
Answered - Education WeekMay 26, 2020 by Sarah D. Sparks
The medical field's understanding of how the new coronavirus affects
children and how they can spread it is rapidly evolving. Here’s the latest
for school leaders weighing reopenings
.https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/05/26/how-is-covid-19affecting-childrens-health-4.html?
utm_source=enl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=savvypr&utm_conte
nt=text&intc=eml-contshr-shr-desk

